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GIOI THIEU

Lam thé nao dé chiing ta hiéu duogc nhing gi ma Giao Hoi Giam Ly Lién
Hiép (The United Methodist Church) dang thuc hién trong Thanh L& Bap
Tém? Trong phén gidi thiéu ctia “Giao Udc Thanh L& Bap-tém I” (The
Baptismal Covenant I) da d& cap dén y nghia d6. Muc Su hay vi truyén dao
s€ noi:

Anh chi em trong Pdang Christ:

Qua Thanh Lé Bdp-Tém
chiing ta chinh thire diege bdt dau gia nhdp vao Hpi Thanh Thdanh
Khiét ciia Pang Christ

Chiing ta dwoc két hop vao cdc hanh dong ciru roi ciia Thién Chiia
va duwoc tai sinh qua nuwoc va Dirc Thanh Linh.

Tdt ca diéu nay la qua ting cia Thién Chiia, ban cho chiing ta vé gid.!

Qua Bap-tém, chiing ta sé dugc tai sinh béi mén qua mién phi cta Thién
Chua va chiing ta dugc dem vao trong mot gia dinh ma dugc goi 1a hdi
thanh. Giéng nhu hau hét cac gia dinh khéc, chung ta s& thira huong mot
cdu chuyén ma trong cau chuyén d6 s& ké vé nhimng quyén ning ciia Thién
Chua trong thanh kinh. Cau chuyén ma ching ta dugc thira hudng khong

' Sach Giao Nghi cua Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép (The United Methodist Book of Worship) (Nashville: The
United Methodist Publishing House, 1992), 87. (D& biét nhing thay dbi di voi nghi thitc do Pai Hoi Tong
Lién 2008 iy nhiém, xin hay xem “New Membership Vows and Ritual (D4 stra d6i va stra chita)” www.
umcdiscipleship.org/worship/membership-christian-initiation/new-membership-vows-and-ritual-revised-and-
corrected Da truy cap ngay 15 thang 8 nam 2016.)



chi néi vé qua khir nhung ciing 1a mot cau chuyén cua hién tai ma trong do
chung ta dugc moi goi va Pac Thanh Linh s& dem ciu chuyén iy vao chinh
trong cudc doi cua chung ta, ngay tai day va ngay bay gio. Qua Bap-tém,
chung ta s& tré thanh mot phan cua ciu chuyén dang tiép dién vé an dién
cua Thién Chua.

Mic du, chung ta néi rang, “tat ca nhitng thir nay 1a mén qua cua Thién
Chua” nhung khong c6 nghia 1a & d6 khong con gi dé cho ching ta lam,
khong ¢o sy ky vong nao ¢ chung ta. Mot trong nhitng moén qua tuyét voi
nhit ma ching ta c6 thé cung cip cho nhiing ngudi chung ta yéu thuong
chinh 1a co hoi dé lam mot cai gi d6 quan trong, va cé thé lam nhiéu hon
nita, chinh 14 co hoi dé ddng hanh cing chiing ta vé nhirg nhiém vu nhu
vdy. Nghia 1a dong hanh véi Chua. Véi y nghi do, trong giao uéc Bap-tém,
hoi thanh hoi ching ta ba cau hoi dé gitip chiing ta 16n 1én trong sudt cudc
doi 1am mon do.

Thay mdt toan thé Gido Hoi, téi xin hoi quy vi:

Quy vi ¢6 bang long tir bo nhitng thé hyec tam linh cia s gian dc,
6 bang long tir choi cdc thé lwc xdu xa ciia thé gidi nay,
va ¢6 bang long dan nan ti 16i ciia minh hay khéng??

Quy vi ¢ bang long chap nhdn su tw do va sicc manh ma Chiia ban cho
quy vi

dé chong lai sw dc, sw bt cong va dp birc

diedi bat cir hinh thire ndo hay khéng?

Quy vi ¢6 bang long xwng nhdn Chita Gié-xu Christ la Ciru Chiia ciia
quy vi,
ciing nhir ddt tron ven niém tin ciia quy vi vao én sung ciia Ngdi,
va hira sé phuc vu Ngai nhw Chua cua quy Vi,
trong si két hop véi Gido héi, ma Pang Christ di danh cho
moi nguoi ¢ moi lira tudi, moi quoc gia va moi ching téc hay
khong??

2 Sach Gido Nghi cua Gido Héi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, 88.
3 Cung nguodn ¢ trén.
4 Cung nguodn ¢ trén.



Dbi véi mdi cau hoi, cac tng cir vién chiu phép Bap-tém va hodc cing
nhitng ngudi dd dau cta ho sé& tra 10 13, “Toi bang 1ong”. Su tra 10i clia
ching ta khong chi don thuan cho nghi thirc ngay hom d6. Day 1a su dap
(g déu tién cta chiing ta trong sudt hanh trinh hop tac véi sy ciru rdi ciia
Thién Chua va an sung thanh khiét. Day ciing 1a 1y do tai sao chung ta s&
gap lai nhitng cau hoi nay trong cac truong hgp khac sau nay nhu trong nghi
thirc xac nhan dic tin (confirmation), trong nghi thirc tai xac nhan dic tin
(reaffirmation) vé giao wéc Bap-tém danh cho toan thé hoi chiing hay cho
ca nhan, va trong mdi lan c¢6 mot nguoi két hop véi Hoi Thanh qua su tuyén
xung dirc tin, bao gdm nhimg tin hiru di chuyén hoi vién tir cac hé phai khac
nhu trong sach Gido Ludt (The Book of Discipline) da dé cap.®

Theo thoi gian, khi chiing ta thuc hién nhiing 161 tuyén hura nay, thi ching
ta nén hoi nhitng cau hoi cu thé hon nhu: “O noi dau ching ta thay sur xau
xa va bét cong dugc biéu 19, tham chi trong cong d6ng cua chiing ta va lam
thé nao dé chiing ta chdng lai n6?” Su ac thuong dén mot cach tinh té, n6
khong mic mot bo dd mau d6 va mang theo mot cay chia ba. Chung ta nén
tiép tuc hoi, “Piéu gi gidng nhur xung nhan Chua Gié-xu Christ 1a Ciru Chua
va phuc vu Ngudi nhu Thién Chia trong bdi canh dia phuong ciia ching
ta?” va “Lam sao toi co thé chép nhan su tu do va stirc manh ma Chua ban
cho tot hon t6i dang lam bay gio?” Mot 1an nita, nhitng cau hoi nay c6 thé
dinh hinh sy nhén thirc sau séc va sy trung tin sudt cudc doi mon do. Toi da
timg thao luan vé nhing 10i tuyén hira Bap-tém nay va ciing mot sd y nghia
clia chung trong mot cudn sach nhé déng hanh trong loat bai nay, Loi Tuyén
Hira Thanh Vién cua Chung Ta trong Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép - (Our
Membership Vows in The United Methodist Church,) va toi xin gioi thiéu nd
dén quy vi.c

5 Sach Gido Ludt cua Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép (The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church),
2016 (Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 2016), didu 217, trang 157 and didu 225, tr. 160.

¢ Mark W. Stamm, Our Membership Vows in The United Methodist Church (Nashville, Tennessee:
Discipleship Resources, 2014). C6 sin dé tai xudng tai http:/www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/our-
membership-vows-in-the-united-methodist-church. Truy cap ngay 13 thang 6 nam 2016.



~ BAP-TEM:
NGUON GOC KINH THANH

L& Bap-tém cua co dé¢ nhan dau tién dugc dién ra vao Ngay L& Ngii Tuan.
Céc mon db “da hop nhau tai mot chd” ma cho doi “diéu Cha da hira”
(Cong vu 1:4, 2:1). Loi hua d6 da duoc thue hién khi Thanh Linh da do
trén ho ngay hom d6. Tran dy v6i Thanh Linh, cac mén dd di loan béo
Phic Am bang nhidu ngén ngit, nén tat ca nhitng ngudi hién dién “déu nghe
ho ndi nhitng viéc quyén ning diéu ky cta Dirc Chaa Troi” (2:11). Biéu
hién nay vira lam kinh ngac vira 1am bdi r6i nhitng ngudi nghe va thay no,
dén mirc mot sb ngudi nghi rang cac mon dd da say ruou. Khong phai thé,
Phi-e-ro da khang khang nhu vay. Thay vao do, Thién Chua cua Y-so-ra-én
la dang lam viéc ¢ gitra ho, cing mot Chua da hanh dong trong cudc séng,
trong cai chét va trong su phuc sinh ctia Chta Gié-xu Christ. Phi-e-ro néi
“Vay, xin toan dan Y-so-ra-én hay biét chic chan rang Dirc Chua Troi da 1ap
Duc Gié-xu ma quy vi da dong dinh trén thap tu gid lam Chta Té va Chua
Ctru Thé.” (Cong vu 2:36, NVB). Long dau nhéi vi nhing 15i nay, thinh

gia cua Phi-e-ro da hoi 6ng, “Thua cac anh em, ching t6i phai lam gi?” va
ong da dap lai bang cach kéu goi ho chiu phép Bap-tém (Cong vu 2: 37-38,
BD2011). Cuy thé, 6ng da néi véi ho nhu sau:

Héy an nan. Méi nguoi trong anh chi em phdi chiu Bap-tém trong
danh Dirc Chiia Jesus Christ dé duwoc tha toi, va anh chi em sé
nhédn mon qua la Piee Thanh Linh. Vi 107 hiva dy dd danh cho anh
chi em, cho con chdu cua anh chi em, va cho moi nguoi ¢ xa, tic



moi nguoi ma Chua, Puc Chua Troi chung ta, sé goi.
(Coéng vu 2:38-39, BD2011)

Trong 101 kéu goi cua Phi-e-ro vé& phép bap tém tai Ngay L& Ngii Tuan,
ching ta thiy mot mo hinh co ban nhing hanh dong pho bién ddi voi cac
ciu chuyén vé phép Bap-tém khéc trong subt sach Cong vu.”

Diéu dau tién 1a 161 kéu goi an nin. Danh tir nay duoc dich tir dong tir Hy
Lap metanoein, nd c6 nghia la thay ddi mot tu duy, mét y thire cia mot
nguoi. biéu nay vugt hon ca cam giac héi han hodc tham chi ca su thay ddi
mot y tuong ciia mot nguoi. N6 co nghia la lam mot budc ngoat tir cach
song nay sang cach khac. Ngudi ta co thé mé ta didu nay nhu 1a mot sy
quay lung 180 d6 nguoc lai véi toi 16i, xu xa va tat ca nhitng thir ma lam
giam di cudc séng va ngan can hudng nhin vé tridu dai cua Thién Chia.

Diéu tht hai 1a tim vao dong nudc cua sy tha thir toi 18i (Cong vu 2:38).
Trong khi ching ta khong ¢ cach nao dé biét chinh xac nude da duoc sir
dung nhu thé nao, tir ngit Bap-tém ciia chung ta di dugc muon truc tiép
(phién am) tir chir baptizo cia Hy Lap, c6 nghia la, theo nghia den, nhung
vao hoac lao xuéng.8 [t nhét, tr vung nay cho théy viée st dung nude mot
cach hao phong. C6 mét ngudn tai lidu ¢b xwa khac, The Didache, di kéu
goi thuc hién phép Bap-tém trong dong nude lanh dang chay, mic du néu
dong nude khong c6 san, thi sir dung nude khéc ciing duoce cho phép. Ngay
céa trong bdi canh ciia cudi thé ky thir nhét va du thé ky tht hai, hinh nhu
nhiéu hinh thirc str dung nude trong phép Bap-tém déu duge chap nhan.®

Thir ba 14 16i hira rang nhitng nguoi chiu phép Bap-tém s& “nhan dugc mén
qua 1a Btrc Thanh Linh.” Lo1 hita d6 khong chi danh cho nhiing nguoi cd
mat, nhung ma con cho con chau ctia ho va cho “moi nguoi ¢ xa, tirc moi
nguoi ma Chua, Ptrc Chtia Troi chung ta, s€ goi.” (Cong vu 2:38b-39,
BD2011). Néu chiing ta doc thém trong sach Cong vu, thi ching ta s& thay
d61 khi con nguoi s€ dugce ban cho Birc Thanh Linh trude khi chiu phép bap
tém (vi du: Cong vu 10:44-48), va doi khi dugc ban cho sau phép Bap-tém

7 Xem thém trong Acts 8:26-40, 9:10-19, 10:1-48, 16:11-15, va 16:25-34.

¢ Arndt, William F. and F. Wilbur Gingrich, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early
Christian Literature. (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1957, 1979), 131.

° The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, Thuong dugc goi 1a The Didache,” Cyril C. Richardson, dich gia va
bién tap vién, Early Christian Fathers (New York: Collier Books, 1970), 7:1-4, tr. 174.



(vi dy, Cong vu 19:1-7). Sy tu do cua Pirc Thanh Linh ban cho nhu trén,
nghia 1a khong c6 trat tu tuyét d6i nao & day. Hay dé nhiing diéu nay du
noi rang phép Bap-tém dat mot ngudi vao trong cong dong ma noi d6 Pirc
Théanh Linh séng phong phi.

Chung ta s& 1am gi v&i 101 hita nay d6i véi tré em? Pay 1a mot ngdn ngit cua
giao udc. Theo cach hiéu cua nguoi Do Thai (Hebraic), mot 101 htra da dugce
thyc hién voi mot nguoi 1anh dao trong gia dinh thi ludn ludn cling dugc

ap dung cho tré em (Sang Thé Ky 12:1-3, 17: 1-14). O day, ching ta c6 nén
tang ciia mot nén than hoc khong nhiing chi cho phép lam phép Bap-tém
cho tré em, nhung ma mot diéu thyuc su c6 thé mong dgi dugc. Day khong
phai 1a mot nén than hoc méi mé, nhung hon thé nita 1a mot nén tang ma
dan sy ctia su giao wdc di biét va da thyc hanh tir thoi dai Ap-ra-ham. Trong
khi khong c6 nhéan chimg truc tiép nao trong Tan Udc ndi vé viéc Bap-tém
cho tré em, twong tu cac gia dinh giao uwéc dugc ching kién trong viéc
Bap-tém cho toan ca gia dinh, trong dé su tin Chua cua nguoi chu gia dinh
s& din dén viéc Bap-tém cho tat ca nhitng ngudi trong nha, ¢ thé bao gom
tré so sinh va tré nho (Cong vu 16:11-15, 25-34). M6t s6 nhom co dbe nhan
khong ddng y v6i dong giai thich ma toi dang dién ta & ddy, nhung cac nhan
chimg quan trong & dau thé ky thir ba cho rang phép Bap-tém danh cho tré
em di xay ra tot dep trudc thoi diém cua ho,'® ¢6 nghia 1a it nhat mot s co
dbc nhan diu tién da c6 cung mot két luan véi ching ta. Tuy nhién, n6i mot
cach don gian 1a khong c6 duong huéng dut khoat nao dé chimg minh hodc
chimg minh nguoc lai rang ¢6 mot sb (hodc nhiéu) co déc nhén trong thé ky
thir nhat d dem con chéu ctia ho chiu phép Bap-tém.

Dbi v6i chung ta 1a nhitng ngudi tiép tuc xdy dung trén su chung kién cua
céc str d0 va co ddc nhan dau tién (E-phé-so 2:20), van dé vé thi hanh cac
Théanh L& - ching han nhu viéc ¢6 nén hay khong nén lam phép Bap-tém
cho tré em — 1a mét suy tu dung dén sau sic giita vong cac Hoi Thanh, va
céc hé phai da di dén nhitng két luan khac nhau vé van dé nay. Tuy nhién,
dé ro rang, thi riéng ca nhan cac vi muc su hodc hoi ching khong quyét
dinh vé nhitng vin d& nhu vay. Thay vao d6, cic hé phai s& lam diéu d6. Bdi

10 Cung nguén & trén, The Apostolic Tradition, 112. Xem tai li¢u tham khao tai the baptism of “the small
children.” Xem thém Tertullian’s Homily on Baptism, Ernest Evans, dich gia va bién tap vién (London:
SPCK, 1964), 18, cac trang 37 va 39. Tertullian phan dbi viéc rira toi cho tré em, nhung su phan dbi cta ong
da chirmg minh sy ton tai cua thuc hanh nay.



v6i hé phai cia ching ta, Giao Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép da duy tri thyc hanh
phép Bap-tém cho tré so sinh, tré em va nhiing nguoi khong thé tu tra 10i va
Gido hoi da tirng don nhan mot s6 loi ich tir quan ni¢m nay ma chiing ta chi
c6 thé bit dau hiéu bay gio.

Trong Gigo Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, diéu c6 thé giup chung ta suy nghi vé
tat ca nhitng ngudi vira nho 1én tir bon nude — du ho 1a 50 ngay tudi hay

50 tudi, déu 1a nhitng dvra tré trong Dang Christ, 1a nhitng co doc nhan méi
sinh v&i nhu cdu can sy hd trg va nudi dudng cia cong dong dan Chua
(Giang 3:1-7, v.v.). Nguoc lai, cac anh chi em cta hé phai Anabaptist va
Baptist da nhic nho chiing ta ring mon do truong thanh 1a muyc tiéu ciia moi
thuc hanh phép Bap-Tém. (Chung ta dong ¥ voi ho vé muc tidu do. Néu quy
vi mudn kham pha vé sy thuc hanh phép Bap-tém cho tré em cua chung ta
mot cach ddy di hon thi xin xem “Phép Bap-tém, Tim Hiéu vé Qua Ting
ciia Thién Chiia” (Baptism, Understanding God'’s Gift) viét boi L. Edward
va Sara Webb Phillips.'")

Két luan cta cAu chuyén Ngii tuan that kich tinh: “... trong ngay 4y, c6 do
ba ngan nguoi thém vao Hoi-thanh” (Cong vu 2:41, VIE1925). Moi khi, t6i
ké lai cAu chuyén nay cho cac sinh vién ciia minh, t6i thuong ding lai & day
va ndi mot cach hai hude: “Va sau do tit ca ho da di vé nha va da noi, “that
tuyét voi va d6 1a mot kinh nghiém bién doi trong dao!”” Mdi khi, ho chu
¥, ho phan ddi, néi rang, “P6 khong phai 14 tat ca nhitng gi di xay ra”, vang
ho noi dung. Nhitng co ddc nhan dau tién da tré thanh mot cong ddng moi,
mot cong ddng ma “chuyén tim vang giir 10i day cia cac sir d0, giao hao
than tinh véi nhau, tham du 18 bé banh va cac budi nhom cau nguyén (Cong
vu 2:42, BD2011). Ho 1a mot cong déng ma trong d6 cong viéc cua Plic
Thanh Linh duoc thé hién. Ho quan tdm 13n nhau, chia sé cudc séng ctia ho
trén nhiéu giai cép, va su chia sé¢ 6 tudn chay, 16i kéo nhiéu ngudi khac vao
mbi giao hao cta ho. Cac phan doan con lai cua sach Cong vu tuong thuat
tiép tuc vé su tudn tran d6 va nhd an siing cua Thién Chiia ma chung ta
nhan dugc trong phép Bap-tém, chung ta tiép tuc viét vé nhiing phan doan
méi. Ngudi ta tim thiy & ddy mot su truyén gido ning dong ma chung ta s&
kham pha trong phan tiép theo.

"' L. Edward Phillips va Sara Webb Phillips, Baptism, Understanding God's Gift. (Nashville, Tennessee:
Discipleship Resources, 2011)

10



BAP-TEM: CON PUONG CUU ROI &
HANH TRINH TRUYEN GIAO

Nguoi Giam Ly tir 1du da thao luan vé phép bap tém trong ¥ nghia cia ordo
salutis, hay 13 chuong trinh ctru 1di (order of salvation). Nhitng gbc 1& caa
mdi lién két manh mé giira phép Bap-tém va sy ciru r6i dugc tim thay trong
doan kinh vin ma chung ta vira xem qua, trong d6 Phi-e-ro da dé cap dén
nhitng ngudi da tim kiém Bép-tém bang nhitng 16i sau: “Céc nguoi kha ciru
minh thoat khoi giita dong-ddi gian-ta ndy!” (Cong vu 2:40, VIE1925). Vay,
ngay tir dau, co ddc nhan da tin rang phép Bap-tém 1a mot phan khong thé
thiéu trong phuong cich ma lam sao Thién Chua ctru ching ta.

Nhitng ngudi theo Wesley di mé ta ordo salutis nhu 13 an dién cta Thién
Chua dang hoat dong dé ctru chung ta theo ba cach. Thi nhét 1a “4n dién
ban dau” (prevenient grace), day 1a 4n dién dem chiing ta vé bén Chua va
1a 4n dién thudng 1am viéc trong ching ta rat tir lau truée khi chiing ta nhan
thirc vé n6. Thir hai 1a “an dién cong binh” (justifying grace), dy 1a hanh
dong cua Thién Chiia ma trong d6 ching ta di thing vao mdi quan hé dung
dén v&i Thién Chua, trai nghiém vé su tha thi t6i 161 va giai thoat khoi mic
cam toi 161. Thir ba 1a “an dién thanh hoa” (sanctifying grace), day 1a hanh
dong ctia Thién Chua ma trong do ching ta dugc lam nén thanh khiét, dugc
dem vao tinh yéu cua Thién Chua, vao nguoi lan can va tat ca su sang tao
mdt cach ddm sau hon bao gid hét. Mot sé ngudi néi vé phép Bap-tém cho
tré em nhu mot biéu hién chii yéu vé Thanh L& hodc tham chi chi lién quan
dén an dién ban diu. Tuy nhién, than hoc ctiia nhém ngudi Wesley thi kéu

11



goi chung ta hiy xem phép Bap-tém nhu 1a mot hanh dong bit ddu cua an
dién cong binh (lam sach chiing ta khoi t6i 11) va ciing 1a nhitng bong hoa
dau tién cta an dién thanh khiét. Cho nén, ching ta can thiy rd cong viéc
ctia 4n dién ctru rdi ciia Thién Chua khong chi don thudn 1a mét dudng
thang tir 4n dién ban dau dén an dién cong binh rdi dén 4n dién thanh khiét,
nhung con la mot cai gi do tron ven hon va nang dong hon. Mac du t6i da
12 mdt Co dbc nhan trong nhiéu ndm, Thién Chta tiép tuc dem toi vao mdi
tuong giao ngay cang siu sic véi Chua va cam két v6i st ménh ciia Chtia
va tiép tuc két an toi vé toi 16i va dé nghi hoa giai va tha thtr. Ca hai 4n dién
ban ddu va thanh khiét, tit ca hién dién trong phép Béap-tém theo nhiing
céch khac nhau, tiép tuc cong viéc cua Bap-tém ngay ca cho nhimg co doc
nhan truong thanh.

Ciing nhu Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép nghi vé su lién quan giira phép
Bép-tém va sy ctru rdi, di san than hoc cua ching ta khong hudng din
chuang ta n6i chu yéu vé Bap-tém nhu mot sy phéan dinh ciia “nhiing ai dugc
1én thién dang khi ho chét.” John Wesley d bt dau bai giang ctia ong voi
tua dé “Con Puong Thanh Kinh vé Sy Ctru R3i” (The Scripture Way of
Salvation) v6i nhitng dong chir sau day:

Va, triede tién, ching ta hdy hoi, Sy ciru roi la gi? Sw ciru réi noi
& ddy khéng phdi la nhitng gi thieong dwoc hiéu vé danh tir d6, vé
viéc lén thién dang, vé hanh phiic vinh ciru. N6 khong phdi la con
duwong lén thién dang cua linh hon, ma dwoe Chila ciia ching ta
goi la, “long ciia Ap-ra-ham.” N6 khéng phdi la mot phueée lanh
& phia bén kia cdi chét; hodc, nhir chiing ta thieong néi, & mot thé
gidi khdc. Chinh cdc tir ngiv cia van ban t né da dat diéu nay
virgt ra ngodi tdt ca che céu héi: "Ban da dwoc ciu.” N6 khong
phai la mot cai gi do o mot cach xa: no la mot thir o hién tai; mot
phuoc lanh, nho long thwong xot ty do cua Thién Chua, gio day
ban dang 6 trong s¢ hitu. Khong, cdc tiv ngit c6 thé dwoc kéo dai
mot cach thich hop, “Ban da dwoc cueu”: vi vdy o ddy sw cieu roi
6 thé dugc mé rong cho toan bg cong viéc cua Thién Chua, tir
buéi sang binh minh ddu tién ciia an dién trong tam hon, cho dén
khi né dwoc hoan thanh trong vinh quang.”

12 John Wesley, “The Scripture Way of Salvation” http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-
Sermons/Sermon-43-The-Scripture-Way-of-Salvation. Truy cap ngay 24 thang 8 nam 2016.
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Wesley noi, hanh dong ciru rdi ctia Thién Chua, 14 tat ca nhitng gi Chaa lam
dé ciru chiing ta, 13 bat dau va chu yéu trong cudc séng nay. Theo Wesley,
Bap-tém la cong cu thong thuong cua sy cong binh ctia chiing ta."* Danh

tur “thong thuong” (ordinary) c6 nghia la “thuong thuong” (regular) hoac
“binh thuong” (normal) hodc “binh thuong nhat” (most usual). D61 voi
ching ta, Bap-tém 1a noi bat dau sy xung cong binh cho hau hét ching ta,
va no 12 mot chic chin va la phuong tién nhét dinh dé bat diu su cong binh
ctia Thién Chua (va ca thanh hoa) 1am trong chung ta. Khong loai trir rang
Thién Chuia c6 thé bat dau nhitng hanh dong nhu vay trong ching ta bang
nhiéu cach khéc nhau.

Céach Wesley va truyén théng Wesleyan hiéu tt ca vé diéu nay 1a Bap-tém
1a phuong tién binh thuong ma Dirc Chiia Troi ban cho chiing ta dé tham
gia vao cudc séng riéng va st ménh cua Thién Chia, ca trong ching ta va
qua chiing t6i, & day va lam thé nao. Cong vu doan 2 da noi 1én diéu nay,
nhu chung ta timg tuyén bd qua phép Bap-tém, “Chiing t6i dwoc két hop
v6i quyén ning vé su ciru 1di ctia Thién Chiia.”'* Bap-tém bét dau ching ta
trén con dudng tré thanh mot thanh phan cua nhimng gi ma Thién Chiia dang
lam trén thé giGi.

Bét dau voi phép Bap-tém cua ho, Bap-tém bt ddu di chuyén dam sau vao
4n sung thanh hoa trong cong dong véi hoi thanh ciing 1a noi chiing ta duoc
kéu goi va dugc trao quyén dé chong lai cai ac va khong lam ton hai gi.'s
Loi Chtia va Thanh L& cho phép chung ta phuc vy Pang Christ nhu Chua,
lam tat ca nhing diéu tot dep ma chung ta c6 thé lam.'® Chiing ta nhan 1oi
kéu goi Bap-tém ciia hoi thanh dé 1am nguoi hoa giai cho thé gidi va ciing
nhur tiép tuc song ddm sau hon vao tm tri ciia Dang Christ. Trong cudc
hanh huong tron doi v6i hoi thanh bat dau trong phép Bap-tém, chung ta
kham pha nhiéu lan rang myc dich ciia ching ta trong cudc séng 14 gin

b6 séu sic voi viée hién than phuc vu ngudi khac. Trong phép Bap-tém,
ching ta budc vao dong chiy ciia nudc hiang sdng va trong d6 chung ta trai
nghiém, ngay bay gio, mot mui vi cua thién dang.

13 John Wesley, “On Baptism,” trong John Wesley, dugc chinh sira boi Albert C. Outler (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1964), II.1, tr. 321. Pa thém nhan manh.

4 Sdach Gido Nghi cua Gido Hoi Gidm Ly Lién Hiép, 87.

15 “Cac Quy the Chung cua Gido hdi Giam 1Y,” The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church,
2016 (Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 2016), Didu 104, céc trang 78-79.

16 Cing nguon & trén, tr. 79
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BUGC VAO DONG NUOC HANG
SONG: NGHI THUC THI HANH PHEP
BAP-TEM

Chua Gié-su di n6i v6i mot phu nit Samari rang Ngai ¢6 thé ban cho ¢6 ta
“nudc hang sdng”. Ngai noi rang, “ai udng nudc Ta s& cho thi khong bao
gio khat nira.” (Giang 4:14, VIE2010). Chua Gié-su noi rang khi ching ta
nhan duoc nuéce hang séng ndy, nhitng nhu cdu sdu ddm nhit cua ching
ta s& dugc thoa man. Hon thé nira, khi d4 bat dau budc vao dong chay cia
nudc hang song, ching ta s& tré' thanh mot phan ctia phude lanh ciia Chua
ban cho thé gidi, nghia 1 chiing ta s& 1a nhimg nguoi tham gia vao “mach
nudce tudn ra dén su séng doi doi.” (Giang 4:14, BD2011). Tré thanh mot
phan cta dong chay an sing ma lam hai 10ng nhiéu khao khat sau dam nhat
ctia chiing ta, vi Dirc Chiia Troi d tao ra chung ta dé “hién minh vi nguoi
khac.”"” Tan hién 14 trong tim cta su sdng cua Ba Ngoi Thién Chua ma
chung ta da chiu Bap-tém. Chiing ta cung mét lic la con nguoi sau dam
nhét va gan giii nhit v6i Chua khi chiing ta tan hién cho tinh yéu.

Chung ta 1am viéc véi Thién Chua nhu thé nao dé hinh thanh nhing con
nguoi c6 161 sdng tan hién nay, va trude mit 14 1am cach nao dé ching ta thé
hién nhiing gia tri nay trong va chung quanh bon Béap-tém?

Chung ta hdy bat dau bang cach 1ap mot danh sach.

17 Xem 10i cu nguyén sau khi Tiéc Thanh, “A Service of Word and Table I,” Sdach gido Nghi, 39.
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Ldap danh sdach cua quy vi:
Chudn bi cho Thinh Lé Bdp-Tém Hu’o'ng Vé Muc
Tiéu Hoan Chinh

Nhitng ngudi huéng dan chuong trinh thd phuong tot can phai tham du

ca hai viéc; nhitng chi tiét ciia mot budi 18 cling nhu muyc ti€u ma budi 18
hudng dén cho chiing ta.'® Muc dich cta su thyc hanh cua tit ca Co doc
nhén la kinh Chua va yéu ngudi 1an can.'” Muc dich ctia phép Bap-tém la

sy bt dau vao tinh yéu va cong viéc ctru ri ctia Thién Chua Ba Ngbi dugce
ching ta biét dén trong Chua Gié-xu. Budi 1& Bap-tém c6 nhiéu phan xuc
dong. Dé hudng dan budi 1& vi tinh yéu ma budi 18 mudn tim cach thé hién,
nhitng ngudi hudng dan tét s& 1ap danh sach. Tat ca chung ta c6 thé khong
ddng ¥ rang danh sach 1a tuyét voi, nhung ching ta can c6 nod.

Nhu mét nguoi huéng dan the phuong, va thinh thoang 1a hoc gia mon
bong chay®, t6i nghi rang danh sach thuce su tuyét voi — c6 18 khong tha vi
bang ngay khai mac & sdn bong, nhung dil sao ciing that tuyét. Ngay khai
mac s& nhanh chéng tré nén hon loan néu khong c6 mdt danh sach kiém

tra: Nhitng nhan vién giit xe, tiép tdn va y té da duoc huin luyén tbt chua?
Nhitng ngudn cung cap diu phong, xtc xich, va cac chuong trinh da duogc
du trir dﬁy du chua? Tuong tu, niém vui s& mat di ma khong cam nhan vi
sao mot ngudi c6 thé quan tim dén ngay khai mac quan trong nhu vy; hinh
nhu t6i lac dé (c6 18).

Day la danh sach cua t6i vé nhitng gi chung ta can dé lam Baptém:
«  Ung vién Bap-tém, muyc su cir hanh 1& Bap-tém va hoi thanh.?!
«  Nguoi bao trg/dd du.2

« Mot sb nguoi trong hoi chung giéi thiéu ing vién.?

+  Noi t6 chirc budi 12...bao gdm bon nude (hodc ngudn nude chay), kém
theo mot noi dé hoi chung tham dy trong sy twong quan véi bon nude.

18 Xem Ro-ma 10:4.

19 Xem John Wesley, “The Means of Grace,” The Works of John Wesley, B 1, duoc chinh stra boi Albert
Outler (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1984), 1.2 (tr. 378), I1.2 (tr. 381).

20 T6j la thanh vién ciia Hoe Vién Phung Vu Béc My va Hiép Hoi Nghién Ciru Bong Chay Hoa K.

2t “Service of the Baptismal Covenant,” cac doan 1 & 2, Sach Gido Nghi ciia Gido Hgi Giam Ly Lién Hiép,
tr. 87.

22 Clng nguén & trén, cac doan 5 & 7, 88.

2 Clng nguén & trén, doan 2, 87.
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Ngudi ta can phai suy nghi vé khung canh t6 chire, dé hoi ching c6 thé
tham gia tot.

«  Nudc, Iy tuong nhat 1a nhiéu nude. ching ta ciing ¢6 thé ding cac binh
dé d6 nudc vao bon hodc do trén nguoi tng vién. 2

« Mot budi 18 Bap-tém dugc thiét 1ap hodc mot hinh thirc bubi 18 da
thoa thuan truéc? — vé& Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, mot trong
nhitng chuong trinh cua Giao udc Bap tém (Services of the Baptismal
Covenant)?® — dé khi nghi 1& hoan thanh, rd rang 1a mot Thanh L& Bap-
tém da xdy ra.

Ngoai ra, ching ta c6 thé mudn / can

*  Su tro giup cua cac vi tri 1anh dao nhu cac chap sy, ban nhac, va nguoi
thap nén.

«  Dau va binh dung dau dé xirc cho céc tmg vién chiu bap-tém.”’
+  Khan, vi mot s6 ngudi sé bi udt, nhat 1a tmg vién va muyc su chi 18.

« Mot cai gi d6 dé che san xung quanh vi tri Bap-tém, dé khong phai lo
ling v& thiét hai c6 thé xay ra do st dung nhiéu nudc.

«  Nép, chung chi va céc qua luu niém thich hgp khac dé trao tang cho
nhitng nguoi mdi duge Bap-tém va hodc cho nhitng nguoi bao tro cua
ho. (Vi du, tai mot trong nhirng hdi thanh ma t6i tirng lam muc su,
nhém phy nit Giam Ly da lam mot cai mén dé tang cho cha me cua
nhitng dda tré maéi duge Bap-tém).?

Ngoai su chuan bi vé cac chi tiét ciia nghi thirc Bap-tém, Gido hoi cua
chung ta yéu cau c6 nhitng hudng dan trude khi lam Béap-tém.? Qua trinh
chudn bi trude khi Bap-tém khong chi 14 sy truyén dat vé tin 1y, va con 1a
su tong duot cho bubi 18. Viéc hinh thanh v& sy chuin bi truéc thanh 12

2 Cling nguén & trén, doan 10, 90-91.

25 Khi t6i tranh ludn vdi céc sinh vién cia minh dén tir cac nha the co ngudn gbe tu do, ngay ca cac nha tho
cua ho cling da thiét lap cac hinh thirc nghi 1€, mic du cac tiéu chudn danh gia bét budc co thé khong dugc
viét trong mot cudn sach. Trong nhitng truong hop d6, ngudi ta ¢6 thé khong phat hién ra nhiing ranh gidi do
nam ¢ dau cho dén khi ngudi ta vugt qua ching.

2% Sach Gido Ludt, 2016. Didu 1113.3. “Nghi 1& ctia Giao hoi dugc bao ham trong The United Methodist
Hymnal (1989), The United Methodist Book of Worship (1992), Mil Voces Para Celebrar: Himnario
Metodista (1996), va Come Let Us Worship: The Korean-English United Methodist Hymnal (2000).”

27 “Service of the Baptismal Covenant,” diéu 11a, 91.

28 Cling ngudn & trén, diéu 11c & d, Sach Gido Nghi, 91.

 Sich Gido Lugt, 2016, diéu 226.1.
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Bép-tém nén bao gdm su thao luan v6i nhitng ngudi dd dau vé mdi 16i hira
nguyén trong thanh 1& Bap-tém va cach lam thé nao dé budi 18 huéng ching
ta dén doi song 4n siing va ky luat ma Dirc Chiia Troi kéu goi dén cong
ddng ctia nhitng ngudi da duge Bap-tém. Su chuin bi ciing nén bao gdm
nhitng 101 ciu nguyén véi cac Gmg vién va ngudi d dau trong cac cudc hop
va nhitng 161 cau nguyén ctia hoi thanh trong nhitng gid thd phuong trong
subt thoi gian chuan bi nhim tng ho nguyén vong thuc hién phép Bap-tém.
Chung ta lam tat ca nhimng diéu nay dé chung ta c6 thé phdi hop véi An dién
cua PBuc Chua Troi va khong can tro cong viéc cua Duc Thanh Linh. Nén
nhd, nhitng ky vong va nhitng nguyén vong nhu vay xin dirng thém vao an
sting. Dung hon, hinh thirc ky luat tw n6 1a sy biéu hién cta an dién ciia P
Chua Trdi, mot phan cta Dirc Chtia Troi dang hanh dong trong va qua cong
ddng Bap-tém. Chiing ta tin twdng an sing 1a mot sy mau nhiém. Piéu nay
nam ngoai tam hiéu biét cia chung ta. Chiing ta ciing tin rang an siing c6
mdt hinh dang nang lyc. Déi voi chung ta, hinh dang d6 dugc mo ta trong
161 htra nguyén Bap-tém va trong cac Quy tic Chung (General Rules) s&
hudng ching ta dén mot cudc sdng tranh bi ton hai, lam tat ca nhimg diéu
t6t dep ma chiing ta c6 thé, va tham gia vao phuong tién ctia an sing.>

30 “The General Rules of the Methodist Church,” Gido Luat 2016, diéu 104, cac trang 77-80.
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SU HINH THANH THANH LE TRONG
TRi TUONG TUOQNG:
NGHI THU'C SU DUNG NUOC

Vao ngay 1& Bap-tém, hoi thanh nhom lai va kéu goi cac ing vién va ngudi
dd dau budc 1én phia trude. Hoi thanh kiém tra ho qua cac cau hoi vé 18
Bép-tém di dugc dé cap ¢ phan trén. Ngudi d dau va cac ting vién cong
bd Bai Tin Piéu Cac St D4 cing v6i hoi thanh. Tiép theo 1a Loi Ta on vé
Nude va tién hanh 18 Bap-tém.*' Mai khi hoi thanh nhém lai cho Thanh L&
Bap-tém, duoc sw hudng dan béi mot muc su thyc thy “nhan danh Chua
Cha, Chua Con va Chua Thanh Linh,”** nghia la chung ta da dang phép
Bap-tém ma dugc cong nhén boi Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép va boi da
s6 Co dbc nhan trén khip thé gioi. Vay thi, khi toi khuyén khich sir dung
rong rii nudce,® thi hiy yén tim rang to6i khong tro thanh nguoi Bap-tit. Hon
nita, nhitng anh chi em Cong gi4o hién nay thuong xay dung bon Bap-tém
0 noi tho phuong cua ho, diéu nay thuc su dugc khuyén khich 1am nhu vay
cho bét ky cong trinh x4y cét noi thd phugng méi. Theo cach twong tu, toi
khong goi ¥ rang nhitng nguoi Giam 1y tré thanh ngudi Cong giao. Khi toi
ting ho viée sir dung nudc mot cach rong rai trong 1& Bap-tém, nghia 1a toi
dang tim cach gitp hinh thanh mot suy nghi sdu xa v& mot thanh 18 giita

31 Sdch Gido Nghi, 87-91.

32 Nghi 12 chinh thire cia Giam Ly Lién Hiép khong cho phép sir dung bat ky cong thirc Bap-Tém nao khéc.
33 Xem cudc thao ludn trong cudn séch cua toi Sacraments and Discipleship, Understanding Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper in a United Methodist Context (Ashland, TN: OSL Publications, 2013, xut ban ban dau boi
Discipleship Resources in 2001), 63-66.
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vong nguoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép.

Dé dat dugc didu do, hiy can nhéc viéc cir hanh phép Bap-tém gidng nhu
mot sy tim rira that sy, va khong phai nhu thé ching ta so ai d6 bi wot. Noi
vé bon nude, hinh dang n6 cang 16n cang tdt, ngay ca vai kich thude da

dé cir hanh phép Bap-tém bang cach dam minh dudi nuée. Vi kich thude
do6, ngudi ta ciing c6 thé dung no dé thuc hanh phép Bap-tém bang cach d6
nudc trén dau, va ciing di dé mot nguoi co thé ding trong bon dé cir hanh
Bép-tém cho mot dira tré. Va, bdn dung nudc cta quy vi tdi thiéu phai c6
chau du 16n dé chtra dugc mot dra tré ba thang tudi trong bon nude. Bon/
chau dung nudc Bap-tém nén dugc lon hon dang ké so véi c& dia keo hodc
chén rira tay* ma d6i khi ngudi ta c6 thay. Tai sao vay? Hay cén nhéc rang
hau hét chung ta khong st dung chén rira tay thudng xuyén, nhung chiing
ta tam thuong xuyén. Khi ma 18 Bap-tém ma chung ta cir hanh trong gidng
nhu mét Ian tdm, va sau d6 13 hang ngay cua chiing ta viéc tim rira c6 thé
nhéc nhé chiing ta vé cong viée nhan tir ciia Dirc Chila Troi bit dau bing
phép Bap-tém va tiép tuc cho dén ngay nay.

Hay cén nhic viéc d6 nudc theo cach ma hoi chiing co thé nhin thay, va
khong c6 nhac dém, vi vdy moi ngudi cé thé nghe thiy tiéng nudc roi.>
Hay danh thoi gian voi hanh dong nay. Danh tit ca thoi gian moi ngudi can
dé suy ngam. Néu c6 mot s6 nudc tran ra san, diéu do ciing c6 thé tot, nhic
nh¢ chung ta rang chung ta khong thé kiém soat Chtia Thanh Linh. Nhin
va nghe thy tiéng nudc roi c6 thé hinh thanh mot Thanh L2 trong tri tudng
tugng, dan dén y nghia 1a tit ca dong nudc s& nhic nhd chung ta vé hanh
dong an sting ctia Dirc Chiia Troi trén thé gidi.

Trong nha nguyén Perkins tai Pai hoc Southern Methodist, bon Bap-tém
clia chung t6i 1a mot cai chau bang dong nghe nhu mua trén mai nha mdi
khi ¢6 nude db vao d6. Am thanh d6 di lién két toi véi mot sb ky e quan
trong.

Tu that dau tién ma vo chong t6i di timg sdng c6 mot bon chira nudc.
Chung t6i phat hién ra diéu nay vao ngiy cha me t6i gitip ching t6i don

34 N6i vé sumd té clia chén rira tay, toi da méc no voi L. Edward Phillips’ thao luan trong Baptism in The
United Methodist Church, A Companion DVD vé “By Water and the Spirit.” (Nashville, Tennessee: United
Methodist Communications, 2007).

3 Sdch Gido Nghi, doan 10, 90.
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nha. N6 khong giéng nhu bon chira, toi da tirng hoi me toi1, “Vay, cai nay la
gi?” Trude ngay do, chi ba thang sau khi sinh nhat 1an thtr hai muoi hai ciia
t6i. gidng nhu hau hét nhitng ngudi My da séng & cac thi trin va thanh phd
cho sudt cude doi cua ho. Toi da doan ré‘mg khi mot ngudi mo voi cuia bon
chtra nudce, thi mot cach don gian 1a nude sé tran ra nhu thé tir mot nguon
khong day. Nghe cau hoi cua toi, me toi da tra 10i: “Nay con, c6 mot bon
chtra nude c6 nghia 13 néu troi khong mura, thi con s& khéng ¢ nuée.”

Ngay hom do, t6i da hoc duge mot didu ma phan 16n thé giéi da biét 1a vé
mdi twong quan giita mwa va nuéc ma ching ta du tri sir dung. Toi d hoc
bai hoc nay mét 1an nira khi toi song ¢ phia bac ciia tiéu bang Texas, noi

d6 thi ngay cang tang dan s6 va cac chu ky han han trong lich sir ¢6 thé

thu hep cac hd chira nudce cua ching ta mot cach dang so. Vi nhiing kinh
nghiém d6, ti thuong tim thay nhitng 4m thanh mua roi trén mai nha da
lam t6i thoai mai vo cuing, béi vi né nhic toi vé su cung cip an can cua Duc
Chua Troi, vé an dién duoc bay to trong va xung quanh bon Bap-tém. Toi
cam thiy minh kho chiu mdi khi nghe cac nha khi twong trén truyén hinh
va nhirng ngudi khac goi mua 1a “thoi tiét xAu”, mac diu théng thuong thi
mua khong té nhu vay. Tham chi khi mwa qua nhiéu din dén i lut, nhung
1 Iyt cling c6 thé 1a mot 161 nhic nho dang ké vé su xét phat cia Btic Chua
Troi (Sang thé ky 6-9, Xuat E-dip-to-ky 14-15), thuc té thién nhién, giéng
nhu Btic Thanh Linh, rit hoang di va cudi ciing nam ngoai tim kiém soat
ctia chiing ta. Tt nhat ching ta c6 thé 1am véi thién nhién 1a nhan biét sau
xa cic cach thirc cua thién nhién va c¢b ging hop tac — trong bao ton, trong
kiém soat ngap lut, trong tit ca cudc soéng.

Viée st dung rong rai nguén nudc tai bdn Bap-tém co thé dinh hinh tri
tuong tugng cua chiing ta theo thoi gian, chiing ta hay thuc hién tac pham
nghé thuat nay nhiéu nhu chinh nhitng dong nudc nay da timg roi trén d4
clia cac hang dong va hém nui. N6 dép tng muc dich cta 16 thinh cau b tir
Sdch Cau Nguyén Chung: “Lay Chua, xin md d6i mat cua tt ca moi ngudi
dé xem ban tay nhén tir ciia Chuia trong moi cong viéc cia Chua, va vui
murng trong toan bd tao vat ctia Chua, ho cd thé ton vinh Ngai voi long chan
thanh cua ho, va c6 thé 1a nhitng nguoi quan 1y trung tin cta nhitng phudc
lanh ctia Ngai.”

3 The Book of Common Prayer (New York: The Church Hymnal Corporation, 1979), 329.
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BAP-TEM CUA AI? CAC VAI TRO
KHAC NHAU TRONG NGHI THUC

Chung ta phan bdi mot sy hiéu 1am khi ching ta thao luan vé cac Thanh L&
nhu thé chiing chi 1 cong viéc ctia cac muyc su da duge phong chire. Khong
nghi ngo, theo truyén théng cua chung ta, cac muc su sé chu toa tai cac
Thanh Lé&. “Chii toa” ngu y 1a nhirng nguoi tham gia khac. “Chu toa tai”
chi ra vai tro ciia myc su la giup toan bd tap thé lam viée tdt. Véi tu cach
chti toa, muc su kiém tra céc g vién, huéng dan 1oi cAu nguyén vé dong
nude bap-tém, va thuc hanh nhiing dong nude cung véi phuong thire thanh
1€ bap-tém.”” Trong mdi hanh dong nay, hoi thanh ciing c6 nhing 11 dap
mg. Hoi ching ciing duoc kiém tra va dap lai bang mot cam két hd tro cho
cac tmg vién. Hoi chiing tham gia vi cc ing vién va nhimg nguoi dd dau
dé tuyén xung niém tin Co ddc trong bai Tin Didu Cac St dd. Hoi chiing
dép tng tai mot s6 diém cua 11 cau nguyén vé dong nude Bap-tém va cing
cét tiéng “Amen” khi két thiic 101 cAu nguyén. Hoi chung ciing dap tmg 10i
Amen khac sau khi muc su n6i phuong thirc bap-tém.® Vi vay, toan thé hoi
chung 12 mot thanh phan rét tich cyuc trong nghi thirc bap-tém.

Va con nita. Viéc Nghi thirc vé Giao udc Bap-tém s€ dé cap dén mot so vai
trod ngoai vai trd cia muc su. Chung ta da ting thao ludn vé mdt s6 dicu nay

3 Sdch Gido Nghi cua Giao Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, cac doan 4, 10-11, 88, 90-91.
3 Sdch Gido Nghi cua Giao Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, doan 11, 91.
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& nhitng chuong trude, nhung ching ta s& thao luan chi tiét hon & chuong

nay. Dic biét 1a:

“Mot dai dién ctia hoi thanh gigi thiéu cac ung vién ...”%° Cach thuc
hanh tot nhat, ngudi gidi thiéu sé 1a ngudi biét vé tmg vién (va / hodc
cac ngudi d& dau) va da timg gitp ho trong hanh trinh dirc tin cta ho.
O day chiing ta thay mot quy dao tir giao udc Bap-tém cho dén sy vuot
ra khoi chinh nghi thirc Bap-tém.

Nguoi d& dau cho cac tmg vién, cho ca nhiing nguoi khong thé 1én
tiéng noi vé ban than ho, ching han chi yéu la cic em thiéu nhi va
nhitng ngudi hoan canh tuong ty.* Ngudi dd du cling phai 1a nhiing
nguoi biét img vién va giup do tng vién trong hanh trinh dic tin cua
ho.

Mot linh dao tir tin hitu ¢6 thé hudng din ¢ phan gidi thidu (1), &
phan kéu goi hoi thanh tuyén xung dtrc tin ctia minh (49), va d6 nudc
vao bon Bap-tém cho Thanh L& Bap-tém (410).

Cac vai tro khac khong duoc ligt ké cu thé trong budi 1&, nhung cé thé duogc

suy ra. Vi du:

Mot chip su (deacon) ¢ thé hoat dong nhu “ngudi dam trach budi 18”
xung quanh bon Béap-tém, phdi hop tat ca nhitng ngudi va viée lam
khac nhau can phai dién ra & 6 dé ngudi chu 18 ¢6 thé tap trung vé viéc
hudng dan céc 161 cau nguyén va cac hanh dong nghi 18 cua 18 bap-tém.

Mot truong ban hat ¢ thé hudng dan cac 161 hat dap ung trong nghi
thirc vé dong nudc Bap-tém.* Nguoi niy co thé hudng dan cac bai
hat cua hoi chung duoc st dung trong budi 18, trong lac nhitng ngudi
tién dén gan bon Bap-tém hoic lic 18 Bap-tém vira hoan thanh. Cac
bai Thanh Ca vi du nhu: “Hiy Pua Dén Dong Nude,” (Take Me to the
Water)*” “Nude, Dong Séng, Thanh Linh, An Dién,” (Water, River,
Spirit, Grace)® « Alleluia,”* “Pay La Lbi Vao Cua Thanh Linh Bay

¥ Sdch Gido Nghi cua Gido Hpi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, doan 3, 87

4 Sdch Gido Nghi cua Gido Hpi Giam Ly Lién Hiép, cac doan 5 & 7, 88.

4 “Baptismal Covenant Musical Responses,” The United Methodist Hymnal (Nashville, Tennessee: The
United Methodist Publishing House, 1989), 53-54.

“ Tam linh ngudi My gbe Phi, Worship and Song (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2011), 3165.

4 Thomas H. Troeger (1987), The Faith We Sing (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000), 2253.

4 Jerry Sinclair (1972), UMH, 186.
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Gi0,” (This is the Spirit’s Entry Now)* va “Ban Hiy Dat Trén Dang
Christ,” (You Have Put on Christ)* va mot s6 Thanh Ca khéc nira.

e Mot chép su, mot nguoi thép nén hoic phu ta muc su co thé ding o bodn
Bap-tém bén canh muc su, cAm sach muc vu dé vi muc su ¢6 thé ranh
tay cir hanh nghi thirc Ta On vé dong nudc Bap-tém.

« Mot chap su, mot nguoi thip nén hodc phu ta muyc su ciing c6 thé mang
khin cho ngudi méi duge nhan Bap-tém, va cling cho ngudi chu 1€, va
(n€u muon) mang dau xtc dén cho muc su.

«  Néu nha tho cho quin 40 méi, nén hodc nhing didu nhic nhé khac cua
Thanh L& Bap-tém ting cho nhirng ngudi méi dugc nhan Bap-tém va
nhitng nguoi bao trg cua ho, thi dai dién cua hoi thanh co thé trinh bay
nhitng ting pham nay.

Khi mot nha tho dia phuwong hiéu nhitng vai tro khac nhau nay va sir dung
n6 tdt, thi hoi thanh do da thé hién chirc thiy té 18 cua tat ca cac tin d6¥7 va
ho t&t hon ¢6 thé hinh dung chirc thay té 18 d6 nhu thé nao trong viéc lam
ctia ho vuot qua sy nhom lai vao ngay Chaia Nhat. C6 18 khong c6 diéu gi co
thé dién ta sy nang dong nay hon ngoai nhirg dong chir hoa hop véi 16i cau
nguyén cua muc su dang cho Chtia Thanh Linh:

Ngay sau khi thuc hién voi nudc Bap-tém xong, vi muc sw sé dat
tay 1én ddu ieng vién va cau khan hanh dong ciia Pirc Théanh Linh.
Nhitng nguwoi khdc, bao goém cd cdc thanh vién trong gia dinh
teng vién, c6 thé tham gia véi muc sw trong hanh dpng nay...*
(nhdn manh thém)

Hay tuong tuong néu c¢6 day du ¥ dinh cta nhitng hudng dan phung vu do.
Trude khi cau nguyén, muc su co thé dung lai va thic giyc hoi chung dé
tham gia vao hanh dong nay. Nhitng ngudi dimg gin bon Bap-tém nhat co
thé dat tay 1én tng vién, 1én (cac) ngudi dd dau, hodc trén muc su. Nhiing
ngudi khac ¢6 thé dat mot dua tay 1én nhimg ngudi ngay trude mit ho, hodc
ho c6 thé gio tay ra nhu 10 chuc lanh. Sau khi moi tat ca moi ngudi

4 Thomas E. Herbranson (1972), UMH, 608.

4 ICEL (1969), UMH, 609.

47 Xem 1 Co-rinh-to 12, nhét 1a trong cac caul2-13 va 1 Phi-e-ro 2:1-10, nhit 1a trong cac cau 9-10.
4 Sdch Gido Nghi, doan 11, 91.
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cung tham dy vao phan cau nguyén, thi ngay sau dé6 muc su sé nhin thang
vao ngudi méi duge nhan Bap-tém va noi rang:

Durc Thanh Linh dang hoat dong trong quy vi,
dvoc sinh ra nho nwoc va Thanh Linh,

quy vi ¢6 thé la mét mén do trung tin ciia Chiia Gié-xu Christ.®

Nhu phan d4 dé cap trudc, tat ca nhimng nguoi c6 mit sau d6 s& noi “Amen.”
Nhu 13 sy tham gia ddy da cta hoi chung s& thé hién su chung trach nhiém
ma ching ta d6i v6i mbi anh chi em ctia minh trong Pang Christ. Néu hanh
dong nghi 1& nay duoc thuc hanh nhiéu lan, thuce té ciia n6 c6 thé chim sau
vao cdt tily cua chung ta.

4 Sdch Gido Nghi, doan 11, 91.
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PIEU GI TIEP THEO? MANH MOI
TU LICH SU VA CAC HUONG DAN
PHUNG VU

Y nghia thuong duoc tiét 16 trong ngit canh, va do6 1a truong hop véi Bap-
tém — ma theo do s& giup chung ta hiéu y nghia ctia Bap-tém va chinh Bap-
tém c6 thé dan ching ta dén mot noi. Viéc dat tay cAu nguyén, dugc mo ta

& phan trén, 1a mot cir chi c6 ngudn goc siu xa trong Kinh thanh, dugc su
dung tir 1au nhu dé uy thac nhitg ngudi dang cudc doi cho muc vu (vi du:
Dan s6 ky 27:18, Phuc truyén luat 16 ky 34:9, Cong vu 9:17, I Ti-mo-thé
4:14).% Trong khi chiing ta quen thudc nhin thiy hanh dong dat tay cau
nguyén trong cac budi 1& phong chtic, thi hanh dong nay con c6 mét lich sir
sdu sic trong cac budi 18 Bap-tém va xac nhén dic tin (confirmation). Tét
nhién, nghi 18 Giam Ly khang dinh viéc xac nhan dirc tin nhu 1a mot phan
mo rong ctia Giao udc Bap-tém (the Baptismal Covenant).’' Chung ta cling
¢6 thé thyc hién viéc dit tay tai ddm cudi,’ va tai nhiéu budi 1& Co Ddc cam
két khac nhau.% Bat ctr khi ndo, viéc dit tay huéng chiing ta vé sir ménh
ctia minh, “dugc sinh ra qua dong nudc va Thanh Linh, anh em c6 thé song
nhu mot mon dd trung tin ciia Chua Gié-xu Christ.”** On goi Co ddc c6

5 “Laying on of Hands,” The New Interpreter s Dictionary of the Bible, Quyén 3 (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2008), 615.

5t Sach Giao Nghi, doan 12, 92.

52 “The Service of Christian Marriage 1,” Sdch Gido Nghi, 122.

53 “An Order for Commitment to Christian Service,” Sdch Gido Nghi, 591.

54 Sdch Giao Nghi, doan 12c., 92.
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thé co nhiéu hinh thirc, nhung mét hinh thirc chung cho tat ca nhitng ngudi
chiu Bap-tém 1a 16i moi goi cdu nguyén cho thé gidi. Nhu chung ta thdy
trong Cong Vu Céc St D va trong cac vin ban Co Ddc cb dai, gidng nhu
Loi Xung Toi Dau Tién (First Apology) ctia Justin Martyr vao thé ky thir
hai, diéu dau tién moi ngudi da 1am sau Bap-tém 1a tham gia cong dong voi
nhitng 16i cau nguyén cua ho.% O day, viéc “tiép theo 1a gi?” 1a ndi vé sur
kéu goi nay dé hoa giai thé gidi bang nhirng 151 cdu nguyén, va quan trong
hon, v6i nhimg 101 cau nguyén duge thé hién trong céc cong viéc cta ban
tay va ban chan cta ching ta.*

Mot manh mdi thir hai vé “Tiép theo 14 gi?”” nim trong céc huéng dan
phung vu cudi cting ctia cac nghi thirc cta giao udc Bap-tém. Trong d6 néi
ring,

Céc buéi 1é cua Giao Udc Bap-téem dan dén sy cur hanh Tiéc
Thénh, ma trong dé sw két hop ciia cac thanh vién méi véi than thé
ciia Pdng Christ la sw thé hién day di nhat. Cdc thanh vién méi,
ké ca tré em, cé thé mang banh va chén dén ban tho ciia Chiia,
nhdn banh va chén truoc va sau do phu giup trong viéc ban Tiéc
Thanh.””

Vi vay, Tiéc Thanh lién quan dén 18 Bap-tém, va thuc ra 1a sy 1ap lai mot
phin cua cac nghi thirc Co Pdc Ban Pau. Ban huéng din phung vu nay
khong nén doc nhu van d& cua “ai sé lam gi ...”, vi didu nay s& mot 1an nira
dong khung cau hoi vé lgi ich ca nhan hodc quyén lyc ctia mot nguoi. Mot
lan nira, tot nhit 12 doc n6 qua mot ling kinh truyén gido. La nhimng nguoi
trong cong dong dan Chua va véi Chiia Gié-xu Christ, chiing ta dwoc kéu
goi cho ta on, va hon thé nira, cho doi séng phuc vu. Chung ta nhan dugc
than va huyét cua Dang Christ “dé chung ta c6 thé cho thé gian than thé cua
Dang Christ, va duoc ciru chude boi huyét cia Ngai.”s

55 The First Apology of Justin Martyr, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Translations of the Writings of the
Fathers down to A.D. 325, ed. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson, quyén 1 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
n.d.) chuong 65, tr. 185.

56 Pdi v6i mot cude thao luan dai vé cac dong luc nay, xem Mark W. Stamm, Devoting Ourselves to the
Prayers, A Baptismal Theology for the Church’s Intercessory Work (Nashville, Tennessee: Discipleship
Ministries, 2014).

57 “The Baptismal Covenant I,” doan 16. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/the-baptismal-
covenant-i

58 Sdch Giao Nghi, 38
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Mot 1an nita, phép Bap-tém ciru ching ta, nhung khong phai theo cach ca
nhan héa mot cach nghiém ngat ma mot s6 nguoi di day hodc da tin. Thong
qua Giao Udc Bap-tém va cong dong dirc tin, Dtrc Chiia Troi dd kéo chung
ta ra khoi méi wu tu v6i nhu cau va sb phan cta chung ta, ddng thdi cho
chung ta mot vi tri trong sy chuong trinh cua Buc Chua Troi: ban phudce
cho thé gidi va kéu goi thé giéi dén véi cong 1y va tinh yéu. Hon thuong
xuyén hon khong, chung ta s& kham pha ra y thirc vé muc dich va huéng di
cua cudc doi minh khi chiing ta tham gia st m¢nh do6 cung véi nhau.
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CAU HOI THUONG GAP VE SU THU'C
HANH THANH LE BAP-TEM TRONG
GIAO HOI GIAM LY LIEN HIEP

H. Sach Gido Ludt cua Giao Hoi Giam ly Lién Hiép kéu goi chung ta
hiedng dan cdc iing vién chiu phép Bdp-tém va / hodc nguoi bao tro ciia
ho.% Lam thé ndo ching ta nén hiéu vé yéu cau nay?

. Buoc cho la ¢ ich khi cac tng vién, nguoi bao trg va cac myc su déu
biét khi nao can tién t6i, dimg & ddu, noi gi va lam gi. Gidng nhu mot
dam cudi, mot budi dién tap c6 thé 1a mot y tuong tot. Tuy nhién, luu y
réng trong bdi canh Co Béc ¢b dai, 18 Bap-tém dau tién xay ra voi mot
{mg vién ty ching kién chinh minh. Téi khong ung ho viéc quay lai thuc
hanh su kién ban dau do, nhung diéu nay goi ¥ cho chung ta mét dinh

ST}

nghia rong hon cho sy “hudng dan”. Trong gido 1y cin ban thoi cb dai,
nhitng ngudi dugc chuén bi cho 1& Bap-tém bang cach dim minh sau
trong thanh kinh va cac ngudi bdo trg ctia ho s& huéng dan ho lam sao

tiép nhan Loi Chua va séng dao dé dap tmg lai nhimg Loi Chua dé.

Téi ciing khong ung ho viée quay trd lai gido 1y ¢b xua do, vi né cd
thé kéo dai ba nam hodc hon trudc khi cir hanh 1& Bap-tém.® Tuy
nhién, chiing ta s& lam tot khi nghi vé sy huéng dan nhu nhiing nguoi

% Sach Gido Ludt, 2016, cac didu 216.1.a-b, va 226.1.
 Bradshaw, Johnson, va Phillips, The Apostolic Tradition, 17:1-2, tr. 96.
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Wesleyans van thuong 1am, gidng nhu mot qua trinh hinh thanh tim
linh hon va it giéng nhu mot 16p giang / thao luan. Trong md hinh nay,
su huéng dan trude khi Bap-tém s& gidng nhu budi hop mit ctia ngudi
Giam Ly, nhung khong phai 1a mot 16p hoc theo ngdn ngit ma nhiing
nguoi duong thoi thudong su dung, dung hon, 1a mdt su hoc vi¢e trong
vai trd mon dd Co déc. Quay tro lai sy twong ty dam cudi, hay luu y sy
khéc biét rd rang gitra budi tong duyét dam cudi va cac budi tu van dy
bi hon nhan. Nhiém vu cta tu van dy bi hon nhan 14 gitp hai vo chong
hinh dung doi séng vo chong chung séng nhu mot gia dinh Co Déc.
Trong mot s cac phuong phap tu van du bj hon nhan tt nhat, cong viée
d6 dugc thuc hién trong s6 mot nhom thuan tap cua mot ) cap doi sép
cudi, voi s ¢b van ctia nhitng cip vo chong nhiéu kinh nghiém.

Hay tudng tuong viée dao tao trude khi Bap-tém duoc sip xép theo cach
tuong tu, c6 18 trong suét Mila Chay tim cach hudng 18 Bap-tém vao L&
Phuc sinh hodc trong muia Phuc sinh. Néu hoi chung dii 16n, c6 nhidu
nhom dy bi Bap-tém co thé dugc thanh lap, thi c6 thé mot trong nhirng
ngudi d& dau danh cho cac tmg vién tré em va c6 thé mot nguoi d& dau
khac danh cho cac tmg vién thanh nién va / hodc nguoi 16n. Ho co thé
doc Kinh Thanh duéi anh sang ctia cac ciu hoi o vé 18 bap-tém, chang
han, “Lam thé nao dé phén doan Kinh Thanh nay néi 1én sy ac, va lam
sao chung ta nghe dugc su kéu goi ciia Pirc Chiia Trdi dé chdng lai su ac
d6?7 Nguoi ta c6 thé tim thdy nhitng mé hinh cta Giam Ly Lién Hiép
vé cong viée xay dung nhu vay ciing gidng nhu mé hinh tir cac hé phai
anh em.®> Cac Muc su va chap su s& can phai giam sat cong viéc nhur
vay, nhung ciing nhu véi cdc nhom Giao Udc Mon D6 Hoa (Covenant
Discipleship), nhom lanh dao chinh s& dén tir nhitng tin hiru da cam két.

. Néu c¢6 mét nguoi khéng bi bat buge ddp g vé loi moi mén do héa
trudc cong chung, thi chung ta co nén lam Bap-tém cho ho ngay vao luc
do khong?

. Mic du nhitng bubi 18 Bap-tém nhu vay c6 thé kha kich tinh, nhung toi
khong nghi ring day 1a phuong phap tét nhét, boi vi hai 1y do chinh. Ly

! So sanh Sach Gido Nghi, doan 4, tr. 88.
©2 Xem “For Further Reading, “Benedict, Bushofsky et al., va Edie.
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do thtr nhét, dwa vao cau hoi trude do, thi yéu cau nay c6 vé 1a diéu hién
nhién. Bat chip lam thé nao chung ta c¢6 thé hiéu nhiing yéu cau cua giao
ludt dé huong dan tng vién, mot vai tir ngit voi vang thi tham giita nguoi
tra 161 va myc su hau nhu kho ma day du. Trong thuc té voi nhidu gia
dinh vé Co ddc gido van phd bién trong xa hoi My, chung ta cé thé dé
dang quén rang viéc lanh nhan phép Bap-tém lién quan dén mot cam két
quan trong va siu dam. Chiu phép bap-tém trong su chét ciia Dirc Chtia
Jesus Christ (R6-ma 6: 3-4) doi hoi phai chét di ban than minh, c¢6 thé
dén mirc d6 cua sy tir vi dao, va it nhit 1a sy chap nhan vé sy ky quic va
kho tinh cua nhimg ngudi duge Thién Chua chao dén vao hoi thanh. Mbi
khi, chiing ta gi6i thiéu cac em thiéu nhi dé chiu phép bap-tém, thi ching
ta dang tinh nguyén cho cac em ciing mot cach song day thir thach. Dé
muon thém ngdn ngir tir nghi thirc hon nhan ¢d, “Do do, khong dugc
tién vao mot cach khong can than.”® [t nhat, mot cudc tro chuyén riéng
tu nén dugc t6 chirc trong thoi gian ma nhimg van dé nay c6 thé dugc dé
cap.

Su quan tam 16n thir hai vé viéc Bap-tém voi vang. Trong truong hop
cua mot nguoi ho hang xa la dang dung trong thanh dudng, khong co
cach nao dé xac dinh xem ngudi 4y da duoc Bap-tém trude ddy chua va
khong c6 thoi gian dé ban luan tai sao diéu d6 quan trong vé6i chiing ta.
Néu nguoi d6 da duoc Bap-tém, thi s& khong can thoi gian dé ban luan
vé su thay thé cac nghi 1&.

Vi vdy, ching ta nén lam gi khi moi ngudi dép lai 10 moi dé 1am moén
d6 cua Chtia? Chung ta nén chiao d6n ho véi sy vui mimg va cau nguyén
cho ho. Chiing ta nén chi dinh mot ngudi tu van tam linh 13 nguoi s& tiép
tuc cudc tro chuyén véi ho, va co thé sé dua dén 18 Bap-tém trong twong
lai gan.

H. Viéc xdc nhén dirc tin (confirmation) da lién quan dén phép Bdp-tém nhur
thé nao? Co6 can thiét khong?

6 “A Service of Christian Marriage 11, Sach Gido Nghi, 129. Ngon ngir c¢6 tinh cach huéng dan/khong huéng
dan dugc bit ngudn sau xa tir truyén théng trong sach cau nguyén tiéng Anh dugc thira ké boi Gido Hoi
Giam Ly Lién Hiép, ngay san xuat cua sach The Book of Common Prayer (1549). http:/justus.anglican.org/
resources/bep/1549/Marriage 1549.htm Truy cap ngay 23 thang 6 nam 2016.
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P. Tir ngit “xac nhan dirc tin” (confirmation) 1a mot bd sung twong ddi
mudn trong ngdn ngit danh cho cac nghi 1& chinh thirc trong vong ngudi
Giam Ly tai My, lan dau tién xuét hién trong quyén Sich Tho Phirong
danh cho Hoi Thanh va Gia dinh (the Book of Worship for Church and
Home) (1964). Miac du tuong d6i méi ddi véi giao hoi Giam Ly Lién
Hiép, nhung trong ban thao cua sach Boi Nudc va Thanh Linh dugc phat
hanh trong tr nién 1988-1992 da kéu goi loai bo phén “xac nhan duc
tin” nay, nhung dé nghi nay da gip rat nhiéu sy chong ddi. Do do, su xac
nhan dirc tin vAn 1a mot phan trong nghi thirc cta chiing ta, dugc hiéu la
“loi khéng dinh cong khai dau tién vé su chép nhén cua mdt nguoi vé an
dién trong phép Bap-tém va sy thira nhan cua nguoi d6 vé an sing boi
duc tin.”% Do d6, nghi thic xac nhan duc tin tré thanh phuong tién ma
mot ngudi dau tién trd thanh mot thanh vién chinh thire trong Gido hoi
Giam ly Lién Hiép.

Luu ¥ rang ching ta thyc hanh xac nhan bang cach sir dung mot bién thé
gan gidng ciia 101 ciu nguyén sau Bap-tém ciia chung ta véi viée dit tay
ngay sau & Bap-tém (xem phan thao luan truéc d6). Tai nghi thirc xac
nhan dre tin, chung ta ciing dit tay voi 161 ciu nguyén,

Pirc Thanh Linh lam viéc trong quy Vi,

Quy vi da dwoc sinh ra boi nuwoc va Thanh Linh,

Quy vi c6 thé song nhur mét mén do trung tin ciia Chila
Jesus Christ.%

Diéu d6 theo sau viéc co thé sir dung nude nhu “mot dAu hiéu khong thé
duoc hiéu 14 bap tém, “nhu mot muc su da noi, “Hay nhd phép bap tém
clia quy vi va hiy biét on.”®” Nhu vay, s xac nhan dtc tin ¢6 lién quan
dén phép bap tém, nhu 13 mot sy cung c¢b nén tang vé mén qua bap tém.
Theo gi4o luét cta chiing ta, theo nghia nghiém ngat nhat, thi sy xac
nhén duce tin 1a su hiru ich, can thiét nhu 1a nén tang can ban danh cho
nhitng thanh vién.

 “The Order for Confirmation and Reception into the Church,” The Book of Worship for Church and Home
(Nashville: The Methodist Publishing House, 1964), 12-14.

5 “By Water and the Spirit: A United Methodist Understanding of Baptism,” The Book of Resolutions of The
United Methodist Church 2016 (Nashville: The United Methodist Publishing House, 2016), 721.

% Sdch Gido Nghi, doan 12, 92.

67 Cling ngudn & trén.

% Resolutions 2016, 721.
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H. “Hay nhé dén phép bap tém ciia quy vi va hdy biét on” ¢6 nghia la gi?

P. Nhu v6i tit ca nhitng suy nghi cua chiing ta vé& cac Thanh L&, ching ta
can phai vuot xa hon nhiing ky trc ¢4 nhan. Chéng han, t6i ¢6 thé nho lai
trén cau bong chay tai san nha cua doi Baltimore Orioles trudc doi Texas
Rangers vao dau thang 4 nam 1985 d khai mac tr& boi vi bio tuyét.
Chiéu hém d6, khi Charlie Hough ctia d6i Rangers da dat duoc muc thir
tam va Eddie Murray ctia Orioles di thang trong hai van & vi tri cubi
hiép thtr tam. T6i di ngdi ciing voi bd vo va hai muc su ddng nghiép, ké
ca vi muc su lam 1& cuéi cho chiing t6i va lam phép Bap-tém cho dira
con dau long cua chung t6i. Mac dau, chung t61 da mac 4o khoac mua
d6ng, nhung t6i nghi t6i co thé bi chét cong. Toi ludn nhé vé ngay hom
d6. Tuy nhién, mdi khi nha tho néi, “Hay nhé lai 1& Bap-tém cta quy
vi va hdy biét on”, thi sy ghi nhé nay s& khong giéng nhu kiéu ghi nhé
clia toi vé tran cau khi xwa. Di voi nhitng ngudi trong ching ta da lam
Bép-tém trong thoi tho 4u, thi khong thé nhd 1& Bap-tém ctia minh theo
cach do.

Do d6, cum tir ngit: “Hay nhé 1& Bap-tém cua quy vi,” khong phai la
ngon ngir ctia sy hdi tudng, ma 1a sy ghi nhé (@anamnesis), mot gdc chir
Hy Lap ma chung ta thuong dich trong cau, “Héy lam diéu nay dé nhé
dén ta.”® Cym tir 6 ciing xuét hién trong cac sach phuc am va 1& Tiéc
Thénh nham kéu goi ching ta khong phai hoi tuong lai hinh anh cia Bita
Tiéc Biét Ly, nhung ma dé chiing ta ghi nhé tat ca nhirng gi Ptrc Chta
Trdi da lam cho chung ta qua Dang Christ. Chiing ta c6 thé ghi nhd diéu
nay mot phan vi chung ta di nghe qua Kinh thanh. Tai Thanh L& Tiéc
Thanh, viéc chung ta tham gia vao 161 cau nguyén ma chung ta dang 1én
va trong sy lanh nhdn mén qua 1a banh va rugu da lam cho sy ghi nhé
d6 tro nén higu qua hon ddi voi chung ta. Cho nén, cum tir: “Hay nhd

12 Bap-tém ctia quy vi” cling nén duogc hiéu theo cach twong tu, va co
thé nghi vé& cum tir nay nhu, “Hay nhd rang quy vi da dugc bap tém”.
Khi lam nhu vay, ching ta ghi nhé nhidu hon vé ciu chuyén cua nhiing
hanh dong ciru 1di ctia Ptrc Chua Troi trong lich sir va cang nhiéu hon
vé gia dinh 16n ma trong d6 cudc doi chiing ta da duoc bit dau boi Nude
va Thanh Linh. That vy, mén qua cta Dtrc Chtia Troi vé mot phép bap

© Lu-ca 22:19 va 1 Co-rinh-t6 11:24-25. Ciing xem trong Sdch Gido Nghi, 37-38.
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tém’ dwoc ban ting cho toan thé gidi, cho Hoi Thanh, va cudi cung, qua
Hoi Thanh, dén véi timg ca nhan ching ta.

H. Céc hudng dan phung vu danh cho sw tdi xdc nhdn (veaffirmation) vé
giao wée Bdap-tém cho biét rang, “Nude c6 thé dwoc sir dung theo nhiéu
cach ma khéng thé gidi thich la phép Bdp-tém.””" Lam thé ndo dé nguoi
ta tudn theo cdc hwéng dan phung vu nay? Diéu gi dwoc cho phép va
diéu gi khong?

P. Cac hudng dan phung vu nay duoc viét ra dé dong cira vé con dudng
dan dén 18 Bap-tém lan nita. Tai sao day la diéu can thiét? Chiing ta nén
nhd r.'?lng cac Thanh L& 14 d4u hiéu cau nhirng hanh dong duoc hd tro va
giai thich bang 151 n6i. Ca 16 n6i va hanh dong déu quan trong, nhung
hanh dong con quan trong hon thé nita. Do d6, viéc dua mot ngudi dén
ho boi - hodc tham chi dén dong song Jordan — rdi dim ho xudng nudc
va noi rang: “Pay chi 13 su tai x4c nhan dic tin, va ‘Hiy nhé phép Bap-
tém ciia quy vi va hay biét on>” 1a diéu khong trung thuc, d& gay nhdm
1an. Ban huéng dan phung vu nay chdng lai hinh anh trén, mot cach cha
yéu, “Xin ding 1am mét nghi thirc Bap-tém va sau d6 goi nd 1a mot cai
gi do6 khac.”

Vay, diéu gl nén dugc thyc hién? Toi tin chic rﬁng viée d& cao céac
hudng dan phung vu nay chi yéu 1a van dé cta luong tim muc vy, duoc
thyc hanh ciing véi sy cam két tiép tuc hoc hoi vé y nghia ctia phép Bap-
tém. Cho nén, khi quy vi va ban soan thao chuong trinh tho phuong nén
xem xét lai sau khi ctr hanh nghi thirc tai xac nhan vé giao wéc Bap-tém,
thi hay tur hoi ban than minh da giit dting tinh than cac hudng dan phung
vu mot cach trung thyc chua, hay la quy vi da thyc hién mot Thanh

18 Bap-tém lan nira hay di lam diéu gi d6 gan gidng véi no, bang mot
tén khac? Néu quy vi dang thuc hién diéu thir hai, thi xin hay dung lai.
Trong phan tiép theo, ti s& thao luan vé 1y do tai sao ching ta can tranh
thuc hién Bap-tém lan hai.

70 fi-phé-s6 4:5 va cum tir trong bai tin didu Nicene, “We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of.”
UMH, 880.
" Sdch Gido Nghi, doan 12, 92.
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V& phan t6i, khi t6i chu 18 budi tai x4c nhan vé giao uwéc Bap-tém, toi

da quyét dinh rang toi s& khong truc tiép sir dung nudc cho cic ca nhan.
Diéu do, ddi véi toi, qua gan vai 18 Bap-tém. Vi vy, t6i 1am nhiéu cach
khac nhau. Trong mot budi 18 gan day tai Perkins, toi rai mot it nude vé
phia moi ngudi, khong lo nghi 1a nudce s€ trung hay trugt ai. Sau do, toi
ding sang mot bén va moi hoi ching sir dung nude néu ho thdy phi hop.
Toi dé nghi ré‘mg, ho ¢6 thé cham vao nudce, lam diu thap tu trén tran cia
ho. Van d¢& 14 ho kiém soat nhimng gi ho da lam va t6i khong phai 1a trung
tdm cua hanh dong nghi 1&. Ho méi 13 trung tam.

H. Tai sao Ié Bap-tém lai lan nita la mot nan de, tham chi la mot hanh vi
pham t6i?7 Tai sao chung ta tir chéi né?

P. Hoi thanh cua ching ta khing dinh riang phép Bap-tém “(dem chiing ta)
vao Hoi Thanh ctia Dang Christ...(két hop) ching ta vao céc hanh dong
Thanh ciia Ptrc Chta Trdi vé su ctru 181.”7 Qua d6, Ptrc Chiia Troi 1ap
giao udc voi chiing ta, dem chiing ta vao dan cua giao uéc, mét hanh
dong thiéng liéng ma khong thé bi thu hoi. Sach “Boi Nudc va Thanh
Linh” khing dinh,

Tuyén bo rang phép bép tém la khong thé lap lai diea trén su
trung tin bén ving ciia Pirc Chita Troi. Sang kién ciia Pire
Chita Troi da thiét ldp giao wéc an dién khi ching ta dwoc
két hop trong phép Bdp-tém...Chiing ta c6 thé song lo la hodc
bdt chdp giao wée d6, nhung ching ta khong thé tiéu diét tinh
yéu thuong cia Pucc Chua Troi danh cho chung ta.”

Hoi thanh tir 1au dd nhin manh rang sy 4n nan 1a didu can thiét dbi voi
nhitng nguoi bo quén giao udc véi Buc Chiia Troi, chir khong phai la
lam Bép-tém lai 1an nira.” Loi hira cua Dtrc Chtia Troi van con hién hiru.
Phan 16n nhimg gi chung ta 1am véi tu cach 1a Co dc nhén (doc Kinh
Thénh va rao gidng, cau nguyén, hy vong vé mot thé gici cong binh va

72 Sich Gidgo Nghi 2016, didu 341.7

7 Sdch Gido Nghi, doan 1, 87.

™ Resolutions 2016, 718-19.

75 Cliing nguén on trén. Ciing xem Article XII “Of Sin After Justification,” Discipline 2016, didu 104, tr. 68.
Luu y rang Methodist Article XII theo sau Anglican Article XVI “Of Sin After Baptism” tirng tir nglt mét,
ngoai trir didu do trude day “justification” duge thay thé cho “baptism.” BCP 1979, 870.
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tdt ca cae Thanh Lé) déu dua vao dirc tin noi Pire Chua Troi cla giao
ude, tirc 1a P Chua Troi. Pang da hanh dong dé ctru nhan loai sé& tiép
tuc lam nhu vay. Cho nén, khi Co déc nhan lam phép Bap-tém lai, 1a
chung ta da 1am suy yéu niém tin vao mot Btrc Chua Troi déng tin cay.

Khong c6 gido hoi chinh thong nao cho phép lam Bap-tém lai, mic du
mot sb ngudi co thé phan ddi tuyén bd d6. Vi du, vao thé ky thir muoi
sau, nhitng nguoi theo chi nghia Anabaptists (nghia den la “nhling nguoi
lam Bap-tém lai”) da tir bo triét dé thuc hanh Bap-tém cho tré em, do

d6 khién ca nguoi Cong gido va nhimg ngudi cai cach 6n hoa, bao gdm
ca nhiing bac tién bdi Anh gido khinh miét. Tuy nhién, that khong cong
bang khi goi ho 1a “nhirng ké lam Bép-tém lai”, vi theo cach hiéu cua ho
vé nha tho, 18 Bap-tém cho tré em hoan toan khong phai 14 1& Bap-tém.
Nhu chiing t6i da noi, nhitng van dé nhu vy dugc phéan biét rd rang
trong cac hé phai, chir khong phai bai cac ca nhan trong cac hé phai do.
Nhitng ngudi Giam Ly tham gia v6i dai da s Co dbc nhan trén thé giéi
khi ching ta nhan manh vao tinh hop 1¢ cta tit ca cac phép Bap-tém
duoc thye hién ding cach béng nude nhian danh Chua Cha, Chta Con
va Chua Thanh Linh. Va do dd, chung ta khong nén 1am Bap-tém lai khi
mdt nguoi duge Bap-tém luc nho va co kinh nghiém hoan céi khi trudng
thanh, hodc vi bit ky 1y do nao khéc.

Nhu chiing ta di luu ¥ trong cudc thao luan cuia ching ta vé cac hudng
dan phung vu cudi cung, chiing ta rat nhé mdi lién hé hiru co giita phép
Bép-tém va sy tham gia Tiéc Thanh.” Nhu da xay ra ké tir ngay dau tién
ctia Hoi Thanh Chua, Tiéc Thanh hoan thanh cac nghi thirc Co ddc gido
khoi dau va thye sy, nd 1a phan c6 thé 1ap lai. Mdi 1an chung ta tham du
Tiéc Thanh va lanh nhan than thé va huyét cua Chua Gié-xu, thi ching ta
ngay cang dugc 16i cudn sau hon vao an sing ma chung ta da lanh nhan
lan ddu tién trong phép Bap-tém. Do d6, véi viéc thyc hanh Thanh L&
tiéc Thanh mot cach manh mé, sé it bj cam dd vé su lam Bap-tém lai.

H. Bdp tém lién quan nhw thé nao dén cdc nghi thirc khéc, nhw Lé Phong
Chire, Lé Hon phéi Co doc va Tang 16?

¢ Sdach Gido Nghi, doan 16, 94.
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P. Cac nghi 1& danh cho Gido Vu Phong churc ctia Gido hoi Giam 1y Lién
Hiép 1a nghi 1& (nghi thirc phong chirc). Né duoc sir dung cho viéc phong
chtre cac truyén dao va muc su, iy nhiém nhitng ngudi chuan bi cho viéc
thu phong lam truyén dao va muc su, va dé thanh hién cac giam muc.
Xin Iuu ¥ rang nhitng budi 1 nay ludn bat ddu bang viéc tai xac nhan
vé Giao udc Bap-tém va cong nhan chirc vu chung cua ching ta, do dé
khéng dinh rﬁng tAt ca cac chire vy, tin hitu va cac muc su, déu bét nguén
tir an sung va su kéu goi cua phép Bap-tém.”’

Mot lién két twong tu duoc thé hién trong nghi 1& hon nhan cua chung ta,
trong d6 cac doi vo chong duge budc phai tuyén bd y dinh ciia ho

dé két hop voi nhau
qua dn dién cia Chita Gié-xu Christ,
Didng kéu goi quy vi két hop véi chinh Ngdi
nhw da dwoce thiea nhdgn trong phép Bdp-tém cua quy vi.”

Vi véy, d6i véi cac doi vo chong Co dbc, hon nhan dwoc dong khung
nhu mot biéu hién cia mon do hoa bit nguén tor mot can tinh chung la
phép Bap-tém.

Tuy nhién, khong noi ndo c6 mdi lién hé véi cin cude Bap-tém rd rang
hon trong “chuong trinh Tang 18”. N6 bat diu bang nhitng tir ngir duoc
n6i ra trong khi chiéc khan tram (pall) dugc dit trén quan tai:

Pang Christ da tiéu diét s chét ciia chiing ta.

Paing Christ di phuc hoi s song ciia chiing ta.

Pang Christ sé tré lai trong vinh quang.

Nhue trong phép Bép-tém, (Tén ngwoi mat) dwa vao Pang Christ,
dé trong Pang Christ, (Tén nguoi mat) dwoc mdc ldy sw vinh

hien...”’

Pall — mot tAm vai dai, mau tréng, thuong dugc théu hinh thap tw — cé
y dinh goi 1én mot bd quﬁn 4o Bap-tém. Vi vay, sau do, dugc mac trang

77 “Cac nghi 1 danh cho cac Muc Vu trong Gido Hoi Giam Ly Lién Hi¢p, 2013- 2016, Nhu da duoc phé
duyét va dugc stra ddi them dé phu hop voi cac quyét dinh cua Pai Hoi Téng Lién 2012” (Pugc soan boi
The General Board of Discipleship, The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry and The Genera
Commission on Christian Unity and Inter-religious Concerns ciing cong tac voi Hoi ddng Giam muc,” 61.
78 <A Service of Christian Marriage L,” Sach gido Nghi, 117.

7 “A Service of Death and Resurrection,” Sdch gido Nghi, 141.
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phuc Bap-tém, cac anh chi em di qua doi cua chung ta dwoc ho tong vao
nha tho, giéng nhu ngay céc anh chi em iy da duoc cha me hoic ngudi
bao tro di kém vao ngay lam 1& Bap-tém khi xwa. Y dinh rd rang ddi véi
nhitng ngudi ¢6 khuynh huéng nhan thirc n6. An dién ciia Pirc Chua
Trdi ban cho chiing ta trong va qua phép Bap-tém 16i kéo chung ta dén
nha tho ngay tir ddu, udn nin ching ta dé phuc vu trong sudt cude doi,
va cling chinh an sing d6, nha thy dua chung ta xuéng md, tuyén duwong
chung ta v&i Chiia “mot cach chic chin va niém hy vong duoc song lai
dé séng doi doi qua Chiia Gié-xu Christ, Cha chiing ta.”®

8 Sach giago Nghi, 141.
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